British Waterways- e.learning Educational Resource.

Activity 04
Activity/topic : What was rationing?
Key Stage Two Subject History — World War Two Year:5&6

Aims & Objectives: To develop an understanding of the effects theoSeé World War had on everyday life. To develop fhe
ability to make links between events and subseqeieariges. To give reasons for, and results ofeveats and changes. To provifle
an opportunity to evaluate sources of informatiod & produce structured work that makes apprapriae of dates and terms.

Links to the National Curriculum for History : 11b a study of the impact of the Second World \fathe lives of men
women and children from different sections of sci®upils should be taught 2a. about characterisatures of the periods a:l:
societies studied, including the experiences of ,memen and children in the past 2c to identify aledcribe reasons for, al

results of, historical events, situations, and geann the periods studied 4a. how to find out &lioe events, people and chang
studied from an appropriate range of sources akinétion, including ICT-based sources [for examglguments] 5a recall, selefct
and organise historical information 5¢ communi¢htgr knowledge and understanding of history iragety of ways.
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Possible cross curricular links Science SC22b Pupils should be taught about the need fod faiivity and growth, angl
about the importance of an adequate and variedatidtealth. 2g. Pupils should be taught aboutettfiects on the human body pf
tobacco, alcohol and other drugs, and how thesgeréd their personal health 2h. Pupils shouldabgltt about the importance pf
exercise for good health.

Activity : Note: The original copies of the documents used for abiivity are held at the British Waterways Archiiéis activity
is based on the following original documentshaese rationamemo dated 2 October 1941 a memo for the retumetél buttons
dated 15 October 1941 and a snhaéiad-rationing coupon for 1947-48.*

Cheese rationamemo dated 1941
- When was the document created?
To whom was the document sent?
Why was food rationed during the Second World War?
What does the document say about cheese rations?

The return ofmetal buttonsfrom old uniforms dated 15 October 1941.
- When was the document created?
To whom was the document sent?
Why do you think old metal buttons needed to regdr(Hint: think about what materials were in stspply during the
war and what the war effort needed to keep fighting
Research the types of goods rationed during therse#&/orld War, and what the military did to get thetal they needed

Bread rationing coupon 1947-48.
Why do you think extra bread rationing was imporfan manual workers?
Why do you think rationing might have continueceathe Second World War?
Imagine that you work for the government during 8#sezond World War and make a list of food that gonsider
important. Think about food that is healthy andritious, and which will provide a healthy diet.

* Many of the documents used for these activitiesgming brown due to the high acidic content ana gmiality paper used during
the war. This may provide scope for a science-bastédity on materials.
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Resources required

Suppl ementary Rations for Razlwayme :m”:m; ..... SRR 18 i
Cheese ration.

With reference to the enclosed; 1 am
now advised by the Chief Engineer that it has
been decided that Canal Stafz are not to be
included in the arrangements for the special cheese
ration,

Pleage note and advisie all concerned.
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A cheese rations memo dated 2 October 1941 fronalCaspector’s correspondence, 1941, BW156/2/2/2/10
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Resources required (continued)

A memo for the return ofetal buttonsdated 15 October 1941 from Canal Inspector’s cspandence, 1941, BW156/2/2/2/103
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Resources required (continued)

“Bread Rationing [extra coupons for manual workets]947-1948, BW111/38

Reference material.

Differentiation: The follow up research into rationing can beped depending on the pupils ability.

AssessmentBy outcome.




