Biitish Waterways- e.learning Educational Resaurce.

Activity 03
Activity/to pic: Dictionary and research work.
Key Stage Two Subject English Year: 3

Aim s & Objectives: To develop the skills required to successfullg agdictionary. To us e their knowl edge of th
alphabet to locate books and find information.
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Links to the National Curriculum for English : Reading Pupils should be taught 1a phonemic awarefness

and phonic knowledge 1b word recognition and giaghowledge. 3e. use organisational features astksy to find

texts and information. 9b The range ofnon-fictard non-literary texts should indude print and lig3Bed referen ¢
andinformation materials.
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Possible cross-curricular linksThis can be linked to whatev ertopics the claesstudying, e.g. the Romans pr
materials and their prop erties.

Activity : Note The origina copy of the alphabet book is heldtra British Wateways Archive. This adivity [is
based on an alphabet book mede in the 1940s tddeelp the children ofboatmen to read. The pistwere based o
things that the children were faniliar with in the&veryday lives. The creator of the book had moid finding

appropriateimages for letterssuch as Y (yellawg X (Xmas), and chose general words to descriémth
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This activity canbe undertaken in pairs or smedlgps.

Look atthepictures in th e alphabet book.
The pictures are unusual; why were they chosen?
Use a dictionaryto find out d efiniions ofthe wieryou don’t know, the pictures will help you.
Choose a topic you are doing in dass, e.g. thedRspand use reference books to make your ownlagpha
book. Some letters, such as Xand Z may cause sahliegms, so you should discuss what to do abostetlh
(Ifyou do the Romans remenmber they did not useasy letters as we do!)
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Resources required

“An Alphabet of theBoats”, nd [1940s], catalogref. BW 111/36
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Resources required (continued)

“An Alphabet ofthe Boats”, nd [1940s], catalogusfrBW 111/36
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Resources required (continued)

“An Alphabet ofthe Boats”, nd [1940s], cataloguefrBW 111/36




Biitish Waterways- e.learning Educational Resaurce.

Resources required (continued)

“An Alphabet ofthe Boats”, nd [1940s], catalogusfrBW 111/36
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Resources required (continued)

“An Alphabet ofthe Boats”, nd [1940s], catalogusfrBW 111/36

Dictionaries.
Reference books.

Differeniation : Varying the number ofwords tolo cate, dependingbility, can differentiate this activity,.
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AssessmentBy outcome, or through a formal test to locatd amite down the dictionary definitions of a set

words.




