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Activity 03 
 

Activity/topic : Dictionary  and  research  work.  
 

Key Stage: Two 
 

Subject: English  Year: 3 

Aims & Objectives: To  develop  the skills required  to successfully use a dictionary. To us e thei r knowl edge o f the 
alphabet to  locate books and find  in formation . 
 
Links to the National Curriculum for English : Reading Pupils should be taught 1a phonemic awareness 
and phonic knowledge 1b word recognition and graphic knowledge. 3e. use organisational features and systems to find 
texts and information. 9b The range o f non-fiction and non-literary texts should include print and ICT based reference 
and in formation  materi als.  
 

Possible cross-curricular links: This can be linked to whatever topics  the class are studying, e.g. the Romans  or 
materials and their properties. 
 

Activity : Note: The original copy of the alphabet book is held at the British Waterways Archive. This activity is 
based on an alphabet book made in the 1940s to help teach the children o f boatmen to read. The pictures were bas ed on 
things that the children were familiar with in their everyday  lives. The creator o f the book had problems finding 
appropriat e i mages  for letters such as  Y (yellow) and X (Xmas), and chose general words to  describe them. 
 
This activity can be undertaken in pairs o r small groups. 
 
Look at the pictures in the alphabet  book.  

·  The pictures are unusual; why were they  chosen?  
·  Use a dictionary to find  out definitions o f the words you don’t know, the pictures will help you.  
·  Choose a topic you are doing in class , e.g. the Romans , and us e reference books to make your own alphabet 

book. Some letters, such as X and Z may cause you problems , so you should discuss what to do about these.  
(I f you  do the Romans remember they did  not use as many letters as we do!)  
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Resources required:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 “An  Alphabet of the Boats ”, nd [1940s], catalogue ref. BW 111/36 
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Resources required (continued): 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“An Alphabet  of the Boats”, nd  [1940s], catalogue ref. BW 111/36 
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Resources required (continued): 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“An Alphabet  of the Boats”, nd  [1940s], catalogue ref. BW 111/36 
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Resources required (continued): 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“An Alphabet  of the Boats”, nd  [1940s], catalogue ref. BW 111/36 
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Resources required (continued): 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“An Alphabet  of the Boats”, nd  [1940s], catalogue ref. BW 111/36 
 
Dictionaries.  
Reference books. 
 
Differentiation : Varying  the number o f wo rds to locate, depending on  ability, can  differentiate this activity,.   
 
Assessment: By outcome, or through a fo rmal test to locate and write down the dictionary definitions of a set of 
words.   
 

 
 


