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Activity 09 
 

Activity/topic : Work based on the story of Jonathan Brown, the Bargeman.  
 

Key Stage: Two 
 

Subject: English Year: 3 & 4 

Aims & Objectives: To develop the ability to produce organised and imaginative written work that has been 
adapted to the audience. To provide an opportunity to explore and communicate their opinions/ideas. 
 

Links to the National Curriculum for English : Writing  Pupils should be taught to 1a choose form and 
content to suit a particular purpose 1b broaden their vocabulary and use it in inventive ways 1c. use language and style 
that are appropriate to the reader 1e. use features of layout, presentation and organisation effectively. 12. the range of 
forms of writing should include narratives, poems, play scripts, explanations, opinions, instructions, reviews and 
commentaries. Listening 2a. identify the gist of an account or key points in a discussion and evaluate what they hear 
2b. ask relevant questions to clarify, extend and follow up ideas 2c. recall and re-present important features of an 
argument, talk, reading, radio or television programme, film 2d. identify features of language used for a specific 
purpose 2e. respond to others appropriately, taking into account what they say 3a make contributions relevant to the 
topic and take turns in. 
 

Possible cross-curricular links: Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) Pupils should be taught 2e. 
to reflect on spiritual, moral, social, and cultural issues, using imagination to understand other people's experiences 4a 
that their actions affect themselves and others, to care about other people's feelings and to try to see things from their 
points of view.  
 

Activity : Note: The original copy of the document used for this activity is held at the British Waterways Archive. 
The Rev. Dr. Calamy wrote the story ‘The History of Jonathan Brown, the Bargeman’ in 1820 (the seventh edition of 
the work has been used for this activity).  
 

·  One Sunday, about 200 years ago, a man called Jonathan Brown went to see the vicar to ask for his advise. 
·  He asked the vicar not to interrupt him when he was telling the story, otherwise he would forget what he was 

saying and would have to start the story again. This is his story….. 
·  He did not know his parents, and from a very young age was looked after by a nurse. 
·  When he was 6 or 7, he went to live on a canal boat. 
·  He worked hard on the canal, and learned new skills. He did not go to school, and could not read or write. The 

boss was nice to him, but some of the other children were unkind to him.  
·  He became so unhappy that he went back to the nurse to ask her advice. She told him to go and work with her 

cousin in London, who made pipes.  
·  The pipe maker was a kind man, and Jonathan stayed with him for 7 years. He learned how to make pipes.  
·  Jonathan missed living and working on the canals, so he bought a small boat and began working on the canals 

again. He became wealthy. 
·  When he had finished his story Jonathan asked the vicar to tell him about God and how to live a good life. He 

also asked the vicar to help him to read and write.  
·  The vicar helped Jonathan. Jonathan was so pleased that one day he brought the vicar a large bag of money 

and asked him to share out the money to all the poor people that he knew.  
·  Everyone thought that Jonathan was a kind and honest man. He always helped people in need. 
·  One Sunday the vicar saw that Jonathan was not in church so he went around to his house to see if he was ok. 

He found that Jonathan was very ill, and that he had lots of friends looking after him. Sadly Jonathan died 
soon afterwards, and everyone was sad because he had been such a good and kind man. 

 
Activities can include a. graphic modelling b. imagine you are one of the characters in the story and write a diary entry 
c. write a conversation between Jonathan Brown and one of the people in the story d. turn the story into a cartoon script 
d. research into life on the canals e. Speaking and listening/group work on how to live a good life f. sequence the story. 
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Resources required:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 “The History of Jonathan Brown, the Bargeman”, nd [mid 19th century], catalogue ref. BW111/20  
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Resources required (continued): 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“The History of Jonathan Brown, the Bargeman”, nd [mid 19th century], catalogue ref. BW111/20 
 
Differentiation : Various possibilities, depending on the activity chosen.  

Assessment: By outcome 
 


